JOHN READING PLAN

WEEK 1

WEEK 2

M — John 1

M — John 6

T — John 2

T — John 7

W — John 3

W — John 8

TH — John 4

TH — John 9

F — John 5

F — John 10

WEEK 3

WEEK 4

M — John 11

M — John 16

T — John 12

T — John 17

W — John 13

W — John 18

TH — John 14

TH — John 19

F — John 15

F — John 20 & 21

INTRODUCTION
No matter where we are on the journey, there
are times for each of us when Jesus becomes
more than just a name. This could be early on,
when we haven't yet surrendered our life to
him. It could also be later in our journey,
when he shows us where we still need to
truly follow him. Following Jesus is an
ongoing surrender to who he is, trusting
what he says in every area of our life.
Today, Jesus' question remains—for all of us.
Will you follow him? Some believe, others
follow, and some walk away. As you read the
Book of John, we hope that you see Jesus as
more than a name. He is amazing and worth
following with everything you have, and he
invites us to share in his mission, taking steps
on the adventurous journey of faith.

DAY

1

JOHN 1 PURSUING GOD
READ: JOHN 1
The purpose of the book of John is to clearly
state that Jesus is God in human flesh. Jesus
is the one true, never-changing, eternal God
who came to Earth in human form to save us
by his sacrifice—a sacrifice that saves us from
spending eternity in darkness instead of with
him (God). This is The Good News and basis of
the Christian faith. Because of Jesus' sacrifice,
we are made acceptable to God. John’s Gospel
is intended to convince the sinner of Christ’s
true identity and purpose, and to offer us the
only real hope for a meaningful life now as well
as a blessed eternity spent with God the
Father, Jesus the Savior, and the Holy Spirit.
When that miraculous moment comes when
someone decides to leave a life of selfishness
and sin behind to become a child of God, life
will never be the same. For those who accept
his invitation to become his children, he offers
salvation from deserved judgment, the blessing
of living a life that really matters, and the gift
of eternity in fellowship with him.

John 1:14-18
So the Word became human and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory,
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.
15
John (John the Baptist, not the apostle John)
testified about him when he shouted to the
crowds, “This is the one I was talking about
when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who
is far greater than I am, for he existed long
before me.’”16 From his abundance we have all

PURSUING GOD

14

received one gracious blessing after another.
17
For the law was given through Moses, but
God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen
God. But the unique One, who is himself God,
is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed
God to us.
When Jesus, our perfectly faithful and loving
God, became human and gave himself as a
loving sacrifice, he paid for our sins. He provided
the grace we need to avoid God’s penalty for
our sins, making it possible for us to know God.
As you continue going through John,
remember the truth we receive in John 1. God
loves us so much that his Son, Jesus, became
flesh. He gave up his place in heaven, died on
the cross to pay for our sins, was raised back
to life three days later, and is now back home,
seated next to his Father. He did this because
he loves you. He hasn’t stopped pursuing you,
and he wants you to know him.
I want to encourage you to commit to pursue
God today. Commit to trusting him each day,
reading your Bible, praying, and attending
church. As you do these things, you will know
God more and begin to live the life God has
always intended for you to live.

Luke 12:31
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else,
and he will give you everything you need.

QUESTIONS:

PRAYER:

What does God’s pursuit of us
tell us about his feelings for us?
What can you start doing that
will help you know God more?

Father God, Lord of my life, I am so grateful to
call you Father! I know there is nothing to fear
as a child of God who has the Holy Spirit living
in me and helping me learn about and trust in
your love and grace. Grow my faith, patience,
and usefulness, Lord. Please make me more
like Jesus and less like me every day. It is in
the powerful name of my Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, that I pray. Amen.

NEXT STEPS:
Commit to completing the
John Reading Plan.
Check out the resources offered
at CedarCreek.tv/resources.

DAY

2

JOHN 2 AN INVITATION TO JESUS
READ: JOHN 2
Chapter 2 is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry
on earth. Up to this point, he had not
performed any miracles. The story of Jesus
turning water into wine during a wedding
celebration is about a shortfall that could
have haunted the wedding couple all their
lives. From the newest of believers to mature
Christ followers, we ALL fall short!

When we give our hearts to Christ and
allow his grace to work, he will remake the
areas of our lives where we fall short. Just
like he turned the water into the best wine,
he will transform our lives into their best.

John 2:1-2

But his mother told the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”

The next day there was a wedding
celebration in the village of Cana in Galilee.
Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his
disciples were also invited to the celebration.
1

Notice how the author specifically states that
Jesus was invited. He was not there as
someone’s guest or to perform religious
duties. This invitation can be considered a
metaphor for Christian life. The first step is to
invite Jesus Christ into our lives. The fact that
Jesus was invited to, and attended, this and
many other festive occasions shows that
Jesus did not spoil a good time, and this is
still true today.

John 2:5

In the story, Mary brought a problem to
Jesus and did not tell him how to solve
it—she simply told the servants to heed
what he said. We should follow Mary’s
example and bring our problems to Jesus
without offering solutions. Jesus is our
provider and the source of all true and
lasting joy.

PURSUING GOD

Choosing to follow Jesus does not mean we
have to give up having fun or start following
a boring lifestyle. However, we should not
invite him in and then forget about him. It is
paramount to invite Jesus into every aspect
of our lives, Sunday through Saturday.

QUESTIONS:

PRAYER:

In what areas of your life do
you fall short? Do you believe
Christ will transform your
shortfalls? If not, why? Have
you invited Christ into every
aspect of your life?

Dear heavenly Father, help me identify my
shortfalls, and then transform them into
something better. Grant me the wisdom to
see and follow your plan for my life. I invite
you into every aspect of my life. Please show
me your grace even though I do not deserve it.
I look to you for healing. In Jesus’ name, amen.

DAY

3

JOHN 3 BLINDED BY THE DARKNESS
READ: JOHN 3
Light. The sun on a cloudless summer day.
The moon on a clear autumn night.
The bright lights in my classroom. HA!
Darkness. Walking into my shed without a
flashlight at night. Being in a foreign country
when the power goes out in the middle of a
baseball field with a softball team of teenage
girls in a not-so-safe town. Yeah.
We can all agree that it’s better to be in the
light than in the darkness! John 3:19 describes
Jesus as “God’s light” that “came into the
world”; John 3:21 says, “anyone who lives by
the truth comes to the light” (NIRV). Later, in
John 8:12, Jesus tells the people he is “the
light of the world.” What does it mean that
anyone who lives by the truth comes to the
light—comes to Jesus?
John 3 maps this out so clearly:
1 Believe Jesus is the Son of God. John 3:16
says, “For this is how God loved the world: He
gave his one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life.” Believe Jesus is the Son of God.
2 Turn from the darkness. Darkness is
anything that keeps us from knowing
and living for Jesus.
One area of “darkness” is incorrect (or One
area of “darkness” is incorrect (or incomplete)
spiritual teaching. In the beginning of
Chapter 3, a prominent religious leader
named Nicodemus had some big questions
for Jesus. He didn’t understand what Jesus
meant by being “born again” (born once at
birth and born again when on decides to
follow Jesus—see vv. 5-7). Nicodemus didn’t
have incorrect teaching, but he did have
incomplete teaching. Other teachings
that do not point to Jesus can also leave us
in darkness, so it is important to be careful

about who or what you’re listening to.
Another area of darkness is our actions or
sin. Verse 19 says, “people loved the darkness
more than the light, for their actions were
evil.” Sin is anything that keeps us from
Jesus—we often choose that stuff over him.
How do we know what is sin? You’re in the
right place. Keep reading and studying the
Bible, and God will show you. When he does,
ask for forgiveness and repent (turn) from it,
and then ...
3 Surrender. SSurrender to walk in the light
with Jesus and his way. Verse 21 says, “those
who do what is right come to the light so
others can see that they are doing what God
wants.” When you surrender your life to
Jesus, give up your own way, and walk in his
way, you are walking in the light.
Our biggest problem is that we are often
blinded by the darkness. Like Nicodemus,
we may have been exposed to incorrect or
incomplete teachings or participated in some
actions that aren’t pleasing to God. The result
is that we walk in darkness and can’t even (or
refuse to) see the truth. John said in verse 27,
“No one can receive anything unless God gives
it from heaven.” So pray for eyes to see the
darkness in your life and for God to show
you the way to the truth.
In her book Get Out Of Your Head, Jennie
Allen said to her son, “There will be times
you act like darkness, but you will never
be the darkness, and you will never be at
home in the darkness again.” Then she
addressed her team: “And team, the same
goes for us, if you know Jesus Christ as Savior.
We have been given new life, new identities,
and a new motivation. The light of Jesus
resides in us and through us.”
What can you start doing that will help you
know God more?

BLINDED BY THE DARKNESS

QUESTIONS:
Can you identify with any of the areas of
darkness mentioned above? Have you
surrendered to walk in the light with Jesus?

NEXT STEPS:
Ask God to show you areas of darkness in
your life. When he does, turn from it, ask for
forgiveness, and surrender to him. We do
that when we first decide to follow Jesus,
but it doesn’t stop there. As God reveals sin
or darkness in your life, confess it and turn
from it at that moment. Thank God for
showing you the way to the light—Jesus.

PRAYER:
God, we thank you for sending Jesus into the
world so that we can walk in his light and
have eternal life. Help us to have spiritual
vision to see what darkness is blinding us
from a surrendered walk with you. May we be
quick to turn from areas of darkness that you
reveal to us, and may we surrender to live for
you daily. In Jesus’ name, amen.

DAY

4

JOHN 4 LIVING WATER
READ: JOHN 4
John 4:13-14
Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water
will soon become thirsty again. 14 But those
who drink the water I give will never be
thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling
spring within them, giving them eternal life.”
13

It was just part of her routine: go to the well
for water in the middle of the day. She dealt
with the heat, because it was easier that way.
She knew her lifestyle was less than tolerable.
In her sin, she was undesirable, even by
Samaritan standards. She hated hearing
the whispers about her choices; the heat
was more tolerable than the scorn of
her neighbors.
I wonder what she was thinking when she
went to get water that day. Was she thinking
about her never-ending to-do list? Was she
thinking about how empty she felt inside and
how nothing seemed to fill the void? Was she
thinking about how the current man in her
life was just like the others? Whatever it was,
it didn’t prepare her for her encounter—the
encounter of her lifetime.
Many of us are surprised when we encounter
Jesus for the first time. Think back to before
you met Jesus. What were your thoughts
about him? What did you think of those who
called themselves followers of Jesus? The
woman at the well was shocked that Jesus, a
Jewish man, would talk to her, a Samaritan
woman with a shameful past. He recognized
her need and offered to fill the void in her life
that she had already tried to fill so many
times, unsuccessfully.

We all feel empty at times and try to fill
that void in different ways. Some people
try to fill it with relationships, some with
a never-ending to-do list, some with work,
and some with substances. It’s easy to
keep filling our lives with our chosen
“drug” and ignore what Jesus is offering us.
He never pushes himself into our lives but
is always there waiting to meet us where
we are. He did not attack the woman at
the well with shame. Instead, he reminded
her of her emptiness. He did not force her
to change, but invited her to use his power
to fill the void in her life. And what was her
response? She went out and proclaimed
her new hope.

John 4:29
“Come and see a man who told me
everything I ever did! Could he possibly
be the Messiah?”ed at CedarCreek.tv/resource
Jesus purposely sought out sinners and
social outcasts for redemption. And
regardless of your hurts, hang-ups, or
habits, once you come to Christ, you are
a new creation. You have access to a
source of strength you never had before.
Jesus wants to be your all, but only if you
allow him into those dark places.

13

QUESTIONS:

LIVING WATER

What is your response to the call of Jesus in
your life? What are you using to fill the void
in your life? Are you willing to lay down your
chosen method of self-sufficiency to accept
strength that will never fail or wear out?
Are you telling others about the hope you
have found in Christ?

NEXT STEPS:
Continue reading the John Reading Plan.
Make a commitment to attend church
each weekend.

PRAYER:
God, thank you for saving me. Thank you for
offering to fill the emptiness in my heart with
your presence. I admit that I often try to fill the
void in my life with everything but you. I
accept your gift and strength. Please come
into the dark places in my life and cleanse me.
Give me the strength to turn away from sin
and embrace your freedom. Amen.

DAY

5

JOHN 5 JESUS HEALS US!
READ: JOHN 5
John Chapter 5 begins with a miracle that should
encourage us all! Jesus comes upon a man who
has been an invalid for 38 years. No one would
help him into the pool when the water was stirred,
which they believed had healing powers.
We don’t know what his illness was, but he, like
many of us, found himself in a place where he
could not find his way to healing. So Jesus came
to him! Jesus comes to us too—he comes to us not
only as a source of healing but also of life itself.
I love this!
Then, Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to be
healed?”
What kind of question is that?
When, at the age of 43, I found myself so lost,
so sick to death of the life I was leading and not
knowing where to turn or how to escape, Jesus
came to me—and asked me that very question.
He knew that I had been sick for a long time.
He knew I had been looking for healing in places
where there was no healing, only more
brokenness. For weeks, maybe months, he had
asked me if I wanted to be healed. I gave him my
list of excuses. There were so many reasons why I
could not abandon that sick, sad life to follow
him—all of them silly and pathetic. No more fun.
No more partying. No more cheating or lying.
No more being afraid. No more blaming others
for my misery.

Well, unlike me, this lame man had no idea
who Jesus was. He was just a guy who told
him to get up, pick up his mat, and walk on.
Amazingly, the man’s legs strengthened, the
disease left his body immediately, and he was
able to do what Jesus commanded. Shortly
after, the man ran into trouble with the Jewish
leaders, i.e. the Sabbath police. They
confronted him with the “sin” of carrying his
mat on the Sabbath (and didn’t care at all that
he had been miraculously healed). Later, when
Jesus finds him again, he gives Jesus up to
those leaders.
I have not betrayed Jesus in such a blatant
manner, but I have denied him in many
smaller, but equally hurtful, ways. And so, I am
grateful that he still comes for me. I have been
freed from the power of sin.
The light of God’s love offers us a choice
between two different paths: one leads toward
life, and the other death. We have been given
the power through the Holy Spirit to live a life
that honors God. We get to choose. We have to
choose. Not choosing is a choice. A holy life is
one of intention, focusing on the one who
gives us life. It is a miracle that Jesus invites all
of us into a life of wholeness and healing,
holiness and joy. Good choice!

Was the life I knew preferable to the life of
love, peace, and joy God called me to, a life
so different from the one I had been living?
Could I trust him to heal me and restore my life?
One night, I did—and he has been healing
me ever since!

JESUS HEALS US!

QUESTIONS:
Have you invited Jesus into your life to heal
the broken, sick places? Do you have a
Christian friend to help you walk through
this journey to healing?

NEXT STEPS:
Celebrate Recovery is a great ministry
to join for help in healing your hurts,
habits, and hang-ups. You can sign up at
CedarCreek.tv/celebraterecovery.

A Group is a good place to find friends to
travel with on your Christian journey. You
can find a Group at CedarCreek.tv/groups.
PRAYER:
Jesus, thank you for coming for me in my
brokenness and loving me through it all.
I trust you and desire the life you want for
me. Give me good friends to help me along
the way. I surrender all my plans to you! In
your name I pray, amen.

DAY

6

JOHN 6 QUENCH YOUR THIRST
READ: JOHN 6
ed
Fifth grade was the first time I started to pay
attention to my appearance. We didn't have
much, but luckily, we had an aunt in New York
who enjoyed giving us the gifts we wanted. So,
to keep up with the Joneses, I asked my aunt for
name-brand items at Christmas, birthdays, and
the other times she came into town. Over time,
I grew to thirst for the gifts more than the quality
time spent nurturing our relationship.
As Christians, we all lose sight of what's essential
at one time or another. Sometimes, our prayers
and thank yous go hand in hand with our wants
instead of our needs. Focusing on our why instead
of Jesus' why stops us from learning and growing
in our relationship with God. How do you think it
makes God feel when our excitement comes from
the blessings of a new house or job, but we fail to
keep that same energy about our eternal
blessings?

John 6:34-35
"Sir," they said, "give us that bread every day."
Jesus replied, "I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never be hungry again.
Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
34
35

As a kid, wanting those gifts from my aunt
was never enough. I outgrew the items, which
always left me thirsty for more. My error was
not realizing that nothing of this world lasts
forever. When Jesus said, "I am the bread of
life," he spoke of our only eternal gift. God is
the bread of life.

John 6:26-27
Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, you want to
be with me because I fed you, not because you
understood the miraculous signs. 27 But don't be
so concerned about perishable things like food.
Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that
the Son of Man can give you. For God the Father
has given me the seal of his approval."
26

God's not saying he doesn't want you to have nice
things, but you must remember those material
possessions won't keep. Becoming a follower of
Jesus gives you the promise that life extends past
the flesh.

QUENCH YOUR THIRST

QUESTIONS:
Do you trust Jesus even when you feel
like you don't have enough? Do you
understand that chasing after worldly
possessions won't satisfy your hunger?

PRAYER:
Lord, walk with us when we are weary. Teach
us how to seek the things we need and trust
that we will receive them when the time is
right. Keep our eyes focused on the truths that
uplift us beyond this world. Show us that we
can enjoy the blessings we have at the
moment without losing who we are in God.
Thank you for forgiving us when we fall short
and showing us grace well beyond what we
deserve. In Jesus' name we pray, amen.

DAY

7

JOHN 7 YOU’RE NOT ALONE
READ: JOHN 7
ed
People everywhere have some opinion of Jesus.
If they know and follow him, they may refer to
him as their Savior, teacher, or even friend. If they
don’t follow him, they may refer to him as a good
teacher from “back in the day.” Or maybe a crazy
guy who said and did a lot of “out there” things
(and that anyone who believes in that guy is crazy
themselves). This is no different than the days
when Jesus actually walked the earth. Some
people thought he was the Messiah and followed
him, some thought he was a good man, but
others thought he was a “fraud,” leading people
astray. Interesting.
Take a minute and read through John Chapter 7,
and you’ll see for yourself.
Let’s concentrate on one area in particular.

John 7:37-38
... Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds,
“Anyone who is thirsty may come to me!
38 Anyone who believes in me may come and
drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living
water will flow from his heart.’”
37

All those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah
have been invited to “come and drink.” And all
those who have not accepted Jesus as their Savior
probably think this passage is crazy!

YOU’RE NOT ALONE

QUESTIONS:
Do you feel overwhelmed when looking
at the spiritual journey ahead of you? Does
knowing that God specifically sent the Holy
Spirit to walk alongside you on your journey
help to encourage you and calm your fears?
NEXT STEPS:
The Holy Spirit is in you, and that is
amazing. But he is also within other
believers, which is why going to church
and joining a Group is so important. God,
through the Holy Spirit, will use others to
come alongside you to further encourage
you as you move forward on your journey.

What is Jesus talking about? Living water?
If we’re thirsty, we should go to him? What
does that even mean?
Verse 39 further explains, “When he said ‘living
water,’ he was speaking of the Spirit, who
would be given to everyone believing in him.”
When you know God by trusting in Jesus as
your Savior, you do not enter the journey alone.
The Holy Spirit (God himself) takes up
residency in your heart. He helps with the
understanding of the Word. He comes
alongside us as we take steps to find freedom
from the things that keep us from a vibrant
relationship with Jesus. He comforts us in our
sadness and convicts us when we err. That
is why Jesus says, “Anyone who is thirsty may
come to me!” and “the rivers of living water
will flow from his heart.”
God the Father is God; Jesus is God; and the
Holy Spirit is God. This is what we call the
Trinity—not the easiest concept to grasp.
Theologian, RC Sproul explains it this way
in his book Renewing Your Mind: “God is one
in essence (God is one WHAT or one in being)
yet three in person (God is three WHOs—Father,
Son and Holy Spirit).” So, when Jesus says,
“come to ME,” you also get God the Father and
God the Holy Spirit to walk beside you on your
spiritual journey (v. 37). That’s pretty amazing!

PRAYER:
God, we thank you for sending the Holy Spirit
when we trust Jesus and decide to follow him.
It’s comforting to know that we do not walk
this journey alone. Thank you for the hope and
calling we have in following Jesus in this life.
Help us to find freedom through studying your
Word and surrounding ourselves with other
believers in church and Groups, and thank you
for giving us your Holy Spirit to help every step
of the way. In Jesus’ name, amen.

DAY

8

JOHN 8 THE MYSTERY
READ: JOHN 8
The first thing I do as I read through a chapter of
the Bible is make high-level observations. What’s
happening? What was said? Interestingly enough,
what really stood out in this chapter of John were
the stonings. Although I have read John Chapter
8 in the past, this is the first time I noticed these
particular instances. This chapter literally starts
and finishes with people wanting to stone
someone to death.
As I was finishing the chapter, I was a bit
perplexed. It concludes with Jesus sliding
away and hiding himself from a crowd that
is preparing to stone him. Why would Jesus,
God in human form, run away? Surely he can
stop this from happening. I was especially
perplexed because at the beginning of the
chapter, Jesus seamlessly prevented a similar
mob of people from stoning a woman to death
for committing adultery.

John 8:7
7
“All right, but let the one who has never
sinned throw the first stone!”

With just one sentence, Jesus not only stumps
the Pharisees but also completely dismantles
the mob and forgives the woman. One by one,
the people dropped their stones and left. Not
a rock was thrown at the woman or Jesus.
Think about that! A mob of people, ready to
execute someone with stones, just walks away.
How powerful is that? Can you imagine the
authority and conviction Jesus must have used
to deliver those words that completely squashed
the situation?
So then, why didn’t Jesus say something equally
powerful as people were gathering stones to
harm him at the end of John 8?

John 8:59
At that point they picked up stones to throw at
him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left
the Temple.

QUESTIONS:
What differences do you see between the
two stoning attempts? How do you handle
confrontation? How can you deal with
confrontation in a more God-honoring way?

THE MYSTERY

NEXT STEPS:
God’s role to judge, not ours. We are to
show forgiveness and compassion. Think
through moments in your life where you
could have reflected the character of Jesus
but fell short. How will you change your
approach next time?

For one, there is a difference in the
background. In John 8:48-58, Jesus is telling
the crowd that he is God. Because the crowd
didn’t believe Jesus was God, they wanted
to stone him for blasphemy—for claiming
equality with God.
Reading this now, we realize how ironic this
stoning is, but Jesus knew right away. They
wanted to stone Jesus for blasphemy, but
by hurling rocks at Jesus, they themselves
would be committing blasphemy—throwing
stones at God!
But why didn’t Jesus say anything? Well,
that is the beauty and wisdom we see in the
word of God. Yes, Jesus could have stopped
those people from throwing rocks, but in
his wisdom, he thought it best to hide and
slip away.
I have a few personal explanations. One,
Jesus prevented those people from sinning
by disappearing. Second, can you imagine
being those people picking up stones?
You’re so angry that you’re ready to stone
Jesus to death, but when you look up, he’s
gone. It’s beautiful! The last ten verses are
about Jesus stating he is God. I can only
imagine by disappearing like that, Jesus
certainly gave the crowd something
significant to consider. And third, Jesus
knew his purpose. He clearly knew how
and why his death would occur, and the
day of John 8 wasn’t it.
My friends, we might never know how those
people were impacted by the disappearance
of Jesus, but we do know there was wisdom
and love used for the glory of God.

Isaiah 55:8
“My thoughts are nothing like your
thoughts,” says the Lord. “And my ways are
far beyond anything you could imagine.”

PRAYER:
Heavenly Father, help us to grow in our
ability to reflect your love and patience.
It’s not always easy. We can quickly fall
back into bad habits and old ways.
We ask that you lead us through this
long race, step by step, so that we can
make lasting changes. We want our
character to reflect your forgiveness and
compassion so that you may be glorified
in all that we say and do. Amen.

DAY

9

JOHN 9 A STORY TO TELL
READ: JOHN 9
John 9:25
25

“But I know this: I was blind, and now I can see!”

Personally, I can’t think of a simpler, more
powerful way to explain life before and after
accepting Jesus. Maybe you feel the same way.
What was your life like before and then after you
became a Christ-follower? When the blind man
in John 9 met Jesus, he received more than just
his sight—he also received a powerful story to
share with others. No matter what your life
change story is like, you also have a powerful
story to share with others.
When the disciples ask Jesus why this man was
born blind, Jesus responds, “This happened so the
power of God could be seen in him” (John 9:3). All
of us have things in our past that we wish hadn’t
happened. Some of those things were the results
of our sins, or at the very least our fault. Some of
them were our parents’ faults. And some of the
things in our past that we wish we could forget
weren’t anyone’s fault.
No matter which it is, God has the power to
redeem you. While the pain in your past breaks
his heart, he can take that pain and bring beauty
from it, for your sake and for others—but only if
you share your story with them!

worry about whether the person we’re talking
to believes. All we need to say is, “Listen, here’s
who I was before, and here’s who I am now—
and I can only attribute that change
to Jesus.”
While the Pharisees were blind to who Jesus
was, they did get at least one thing right—
“God should get the glory for this”
(John 9:24).

John 9:8-9
His neighbors and others who knew him as
a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this
the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some
said he was, and others said, “No, he just
looks like him!”
Even if you believe that your testimony
doesn’t seem that great, share it anyway.
You have been reborn, and as you put on
this new life, the people around you will
notice—just like the people in this story did
with the blind man. God can, and will, speak
through your story—you just need to give
him the opportunity to do so.

When the Pharisees question the man’s parents,
his parents tell them, “Ask him. He is old enough
to speak for himself” because they were afraid of
the Pharisees (John 9:21). But because we now
belong to Christ, we don’t have to be afraid. We
can speak boldly about what God has done for us:
we were blind and now see! We don’t have
to have all the answers. We don’t have to

A STORY TO TELL

QUESTIONS:
Are you prepared to share your story of
life change with someone? What is your
testimony: Who were you and what was
your life like before you encountered Jesus?
When and how did he come into your life?
And how has that encounter changed you?

PRAYER:
Heavenly Father, I used to be blind in so many
ways. Thank you for giving me spiritual sight
to see the world and love others as you do.
Thank you for the way you’ve changed me
through my relationship with your Son. Give
me the courage to boldly share my experience
with others, trusting you to work within them.
May your will be done in me and through me.
Amen.

DAY

10

JOHN 10 THE GATEKEEPER VS. THE HUSTLER
READ: JOHN 10
My cousin grew up in a household where both
parents worked. His father worked for NASA for
over 30 years, and his mother worked—well, I
don't know what she did, but her job paid well
enough that she was able to shop comfortably
every weekend. My uncle had a sports car that
talked like KITT from Knight Rider. I thought it
was the coolest thing. They were living their
“American dream,” like many other families.

Commercials, some family and friends, social
media, and entertainers of all sorts play the
role of the hustler. Through their words and
actions, they get us to believe right alongside
them that our security resides in the things
we obtain, like clothing, phones, and social
status. Their lies may become our truth if we
don't hear and know his truth, namely that
he is the gatekeeper to our abundant life.

There isn't anything wrong with working hard
and enjoying financial freedom, but our society
feeds the idea that material items will make us
happy. The more you have, the happier you are.
Some of us spend so much effort chasing after
things, trying to “keep up with the Joneses,” or
trying to one-up our neighbors, that we lose
sight of what's essential—a life of abundance
through Jesus.

John 10:7-10 (NIV)
Therefore Jesus said again, "Very truly I tell you,
I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come
before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved. They
will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I
have come that they may have life, and have it
to the full.

THE GATEKEEPER VS. THE HUSTLER

QUESTIONS:
Do you have people in your circle who
regularly lead you astray? How do you get
back to the right path when you find
yourself striving for material happiness?

NEXT STEPS:
Remember that your walk as a Christian
isn't easy. Surround yourself with people
who are on the same path of living a life
of abundance in Jesus. Join a Group and
stay plugged in. Invite family and friends
who aren't on the same journey to a
service at CedarCreek or ask how you can
pray for them.

PRAYER:
Father God, thank you for always being here
for me. Please continue to push me to walk in
faith instead of holding onto material things.
Guide me to live my life with the gatekeeper
and not believe the hustler so that those
around me will know your truth. Amen.

DAY

11

JOHN 11 THE MIRACLE OF TRUTH
READ: JOHN 11
Have you ever received a “no” from God?
In John 11, Mary and Martha experience the most
devastating “no” imaginable. Despite the
message they send about their ill brother, Jesus
doesn’t come until after Lazarus dies.

John 11:4-6
4 But when Jesus heard about it he said,
“Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No,
it happened for the glory of God so that the Son
of God will receive glory from this.” 5 So although
Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6 he
stayed where he was for the next two days.
As we read this, it’s clear that Jesus’ inactivity is
not due to indifference. He cares deeply about his
friends, and he’s not abandoning them—he has a
far greater plan in mind. Mary and Martha,
however, know none of this. They’re in the dark,
facing the storm of grief and confusion that
comes with losing a loved one. As women in that
era, they might have relied on Lazarus for
protection and provision, meaning they were now
facing uncertainty and limited options.
When Jesus finally arrives, they could have easily
blamed him or spiraled into despair. Instead, the
women respond with a humbling trust and
confidence in who Jesus says he is.

THE GATEKEEPER VS. THE HUSTLER

QUESTIONS:
Have your prayers ever been answered
with a no? What was your reaction? Did you
eventually see God use that “no” for good?
What’s one way you can grow
your trust in Jesus this week?
NEXT STEPS:
Write down three verses that reveal Jesus’
character. Read them when life gets hard
to remind yourself that he is trustworthy
and faithful.
Start a prayer journal. Write down your
prayers, then later return to them to
chronicle God’s answer. Over time, you’ll
have a beautiful reminder of the way God
has shown up in your life.

John 11:25-27
25 Jesus told her [Martha], “I am the
resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes
in me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone
who lives in me and believes in me will never
ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?” 27 “Yes,
Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one
who has come into the world from God.”
In the midst of painful, broken events, we
might feel like our prayers are going
unanswered. We start to wonder whether
God is listening or even cares. But like Mary
and Martha, we can cling to Jesus’ promises
and the truth of his character. Through the
story of Lazarus, we see Jesus’ compassion
and his ability to miraculously redeem
hardship. Because of this, we can rest in his
unfathomable love and know that he has a
plan for us, even when all we see is the “no.”

PRAYER:
Dear heavenly Father, thank you so much for
loving me and for having a good plan for my
life. I sometimes struggle to trust you when
circumstances are challenging. Please remind
me of your character, the way you care for me,
and your faithfulness. I want to cling to your
promises when faced with hardship. In Jesus’
name, amen.

DAY

12

JOHN 12 TRUST IN THE LIGHT
READ: JOHN 12
John 12 gives us glimpses of what is to come in
Jesus’ future. First, Mary “took a twelve-ounce jar
of expensive perfume made from essence of nard,
and she anointed Jesus’ feet with it, wiping his
feet with her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance” (v. 3). Judas, one of the disciples, was
pretty critical of the use of the expensive
perfume. Jesus’ rebuttal was “she did this in
preparation for my burial” (v. 7).
What? He’s going to be buried soon?
Then, Jesus was heading into town and a large
crowd “took palm branches and went down the
road to meet him,” shouting “Blessings on the
one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hail
to the King of Israel!” (v. 13).

trust in me will no longer remain in the
dark.” The people didn’t understand all the
pieces of the puzzle at that time. They didn’t
know what was to come in the future, but
Jesus did.
We also don’t know what tomorrow
holds, but Jesus does.
So often we think that we have plenty of
time to “get right with Jesus,” but the future
is not certain for any of us. That is why Jesus
gave us this reminder: “Put your trust in the
light while there is still time; then you will
become children of the light” (John 12:36).
But the truth is we need to make every day
count, because we don’t know what
tomorrow may bring.

What? Jesus is the King of Israel?
Verse 16 tells us that “his disciples didn’t
understand at the time that this was a fulfillment
of prophecy.” (Prophecy is something that was
predicted in the past and happens in the future.)
Finally, Jesus says, “Now the time has come
for the Son of Man to enter into his glory” (v. 23).
What? What does this even mean,
“enter his glory”?
Jesus is sharing the news that he is about to die
and be buried and that his death will bring glory
to God, showing that he is the King of Israel, God’s
Son. Jesus says in verse 46, “I have come as a light
to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their

QUESTIONS:
Do you trust in Jesus as your Savior? Are you
putting off “getting right with Jesus” because
you think you have all the time in the world?

TRUST IN THE LIGHT

NEXT STEPS:
Trust in Jesus. If you’ve already placed your
faith in him, commit to walking with him.
Spend time with him in his Word so you can
know more about Jesus and what it means
to follow and serve him.

James 4:14
How do you know what your life will be like
tomorrow? Your life is like the morning
fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone.

Proverbs 27:1
Don’t brag about tomorrow, since you don’t
know what the day will bring.
There’s no better day to trust in
Jesus than today.

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank you for dying on the cross for me.
Thank you for being the light for my path.
Thank you for knowing all things—even what
all of my tomorrows hold. Help me to trust you
and walk with you in the light in the time that
I have. May my life honor and glorify you in all
that I say and do. In your name I pray, amen.

DAY

13

JOHN 13 HOW CAN I SERVE YOU?
READ: JOHN 13
John 13:1-5: Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet
1 Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew
that his hour had come to leave this world and
return to his Father. He had loved his disciples
during his ministry on earth, and now he loved
them to the very end. 2 It was time for supper,
and the devil had already prompted Judas, son
of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew
that the Father had given him authority over
everything and that he had come from God and
would return to God. So he got up from the
table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around
his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then
he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them
with the towel he had around him.
I don’t think there is any chapter in the Bible that
better describes what it means to follow Jesus
than this one. Jesus has come to Jerusalem with
his disciples to celebrate the final Passover of his
earthly life. According to scripture, he knows this,
and the scene is set for his final and eternal
demonstration of unconditional love.
Jesus begins with a menial task, one that only a
non-Jewish household slave would be required to
perform. If you think about the time during
which Jesus lived and the four-legged modes of
transportation available to those who were well
off (but not to a group of humble men following
their rabbi), you may begin to imagine what type
of material was on their feet. We’re not just
talking road dust or mud! But instead of making
sure a servant was available to take care of that

TRUST IN THE LIGHT

QUESTIONS:
How do you think the disciples felt when
Jesus began to wash their feet?
NEXT STEPS:
If you have invited Jesus to be the
leader of your life, your next step is
baptism. You can find out about
baptism at CedarCreek.tv/baptism.
For more instruction about what’s
next for you, take our 4-week
GrowthTrack experience. Sign up
at CedarCreek.tv/growthtrack.

detail when they arrived for their Passover
meal, Jesus, knowing who he was and what he
was about, did it himself. He strips down to his
tunic, wraps a towel around his waist, and
begins to wash the filthy feet of his
companions—all of them! As usual, Peter
speaks up, first put off by Jesus’ service, but
then demands more! And justas usual, Jesus
reproves Peter and tries to help him
understand.

John 13:10-11
10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all
over does not need to wash, except for the feet,
to be entirely clean. And you disciples are
clean, but not all of you.” 11 For Jesus knew who
would betray him. That is what he meant
when he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

Jesus demonstrates his love to all of his
disciples, even to Judas, who he knows will
betray him. Isn’t that amazing? It is so hard to
wrap my mind around the idea that what I do
doesn’t cause God to love me. It is who I am.
I am his child, created in his image. Even
though I have “road dirt” clinging to my feet,
he loves me and wants to wash me clean! He
did it for Judas. He does it for me and for you!
And he has given us an example of how we are
to love and serve each other. In service, we get
to go first. In being served, we get to go last. As
we are loved, so shall we love.

PRAYER:
My Lord, Jesus, what an example of love for
others you have set for me! If I follow you, I
must learn to intentionally love those whom
you love and serve those who need to
experience your love, in your name. Help me
know who and how. I already know the why:
because you did it first! I thank you and
worship you for that! Amen.

DAY

14

JOHN 14 HOME SWEET HOME
READ: JOHN 14
Have you ever heard of someone just opening
their Bible, looking for God to speak to them?
Well, that’s what I did! The night my earthly father
died, I sat on my front porch stoop, looked up at
heaven, and prayed. I desperately needed to
know that my father was in heaven. I prayed that
God would somehow tell me. I opened my Bible
to this passage.

John 14:1-4
“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God,
and trust also in me. 2 There is more than enough
room in my Father’s home. If this were not so,
would I have told you that I am going to prepare
a place for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will
come and get you, so that you will always be
with me where I am. 4 And you know the way
to where I am going.”
Wow! I felt as if God spoke directly to me right
then and there! Comfort and peace washed over
me like a fresh rain shower! I still believe it to this
day, and there isn’t anything anyone could say
or do to change my mind.
It doesn’t always happen like this. I guess
that’s where faith comes in.

I believe that God saw my pain, and in his
compassion, he revealed himself to me
that night. I have been striving to know
him better since.
It’s amazing to me how great God’s love is for
me—for all of us! He loves us so much that he
gave his Son, Jesus, through whom it becomes
possible to have a personal relationship with
God. And our God can understand and relate
with everything we are going through because
Jesus has experienced everything I have and
more.
It’s all just so amazing, this journey I’ve been
on to learn the different aspects of God’s love
and the wonderful gifts he gives so freely. God’s
been there all along, just waiting for me to ask.
My life hasn’t been perfect since I gave it to
Christ. There are times when it’s downright hard!
Knowing I’m not alone gives me strength and
courage to face it, though. Whatever I need for
the day, God will provide. I am also confident
that when this short life of mine is over, there’s
a place in heaven for me where I will spend
eternity with my heavenly Father. Praise God!

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)
Now faith is confidence in what we hope
for and assurance of what we do not see.

QUESTIONS:

HOME SWEET HOME

What circumstance prompted you
to give your life to Christ? Have you
shared the news with someone?
What’s the next step in growing
your relationship with Jesus?

PRAYER:
Father in heaven, thank you for the promise of
an eternity spent with you! Thank you for my
friend, Jesus, who died on that cross for my
sins. What an adventure it is to know you, to
trust you, and to follow you. Teach me your
ways and give me insight and courage to walk
in the path that you have laid out for me. Give
me strength to be your hands and feet, today
and always. In Jesus’ name, amen.

DAY

15

JOHN 15 CREATING TRUE FRIENDSHIP
READ: JOHN 15
Think about your closest friendships. Is it the
length of time you have known them that
counts, or how you know them that matters
most? What are you willing to put in or
sacrifice for that friendship? To know your
brother or sister is to love them the way we
were designed to. Too often, we let meaningless goals or differences stop us from living life
the way God intended. Failing to share what
we have learned blocks us from building
genuine connections.

Jesus was the ultimate teacher for his
disciples, but he was so much more than
they had realized at the time. He urged
them to love each other and to spread that
same love throughout the world the way
he had shown them. The crucifixion hours
later would prove Jesus wasn't all talk. The
knowledge he shared from God bridged
the gap between the master and the
servant. His love created a true friendship.

John 15:12-15
“This is my commandment: Love each other
in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is
no greater love than to lay down one's life for
one's friends. 14 You are my friends if you do
what I command. 15 I no longer call you slaves,
because a master doesn't confide in his slaves.
Now you are my friends, since I have told you
everything the Father told me.”

QUESTIONS:
Do you truly live life with your friends?
Do you confide in one another?
Do they know your love for Jesus?

CREATING TRUE FRIENDSHIP

NEXT STEPS:
You should want to share your love
of God with everyone. Invite others
to a weekend service or ask them
to join a Group. Pray for confidence
in sharing your story with old and new
friends. Ask for guidance from trusted
leaders while growing in your faith.

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank you for making the ultimate
sacrifice to save all of God's children. Thank
you for guiding those with love in their
hearts to share the word. Continue to give
us a willingness to reach out to others and
create new friendships. May we focus on
building bonds that will spread across
generations. Amen.

DAY

16

JOHN 16 YOU’RE NEVER ALONE
READ: JOHN 16
In John 16, Jesus tells his disciples about the
Holy Spirit and explains to them why their
faith is so important. Our faith in Jesus is
crucial. We believe in him without ever seeing
him, and it is through this faith that we are
able to have a relationship with Jesus. In the
first verse, Jesus says, “I have told you these
things so that you won’t abandon your faith.”
What is the Holy Spirit, and why is he
important to us? Jesus goes on to explain in
verses 7 and 8 that the Holy Spirit is the
Advocate, the comforter, “and when he
comes, he will convict the world of its sin,
and of God’s righteousness, and of the
coming judgement.”

It’s amazing to think about how much God
loves us; he gave us his one and ONLY Son to
save us! And Jesus loves us so much that he not
only gave his life for us but also sent the Holy
Spirit so that we would never be alone and
without his guidance
.
In verses 23-24, Jesus tells the disciples that we
can go directly to the Father with our prayers!
We can boldly enter the throne room of God
because of what Jesus accomplished on the
cross. This is why we pray in Jesus’ name. He
made it possible. How wonderful is that?! Even
in the midst of all that happens, be it joyous or
chaotic, the Spirit is always with us to help us
along the way.

It is the position of the Holy Spirit to convict
us when we do anything that doesn’t please
God, but also to comfort us and remind us
that God is always with us. Have you ever
prayed and started to feel like you were being
hugged from the inside out? That, my friend,
is the Holy Spirit.

QUESTIONS:
what ways can you recognize the
Holy Spirit in your life? Do you listen
to the gentle nudge of the Holy Spirit
when making decisions?

YOU’RE NEVER ALONE

.

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, thank you for always thinking
of me! Thank you for not leaving me alone.
Give me a heart to receive your Holy Spirit
and the wisdom to follow his lead in my
life—in all that I say and do. As I study your
Word, let your Holy Spirit help to uncover all
that is a mystery about you to me. In Jesus’
name I pray, amen.

DAY

17

JOHN 17 THE PRAYER FOR GLORY
READ: JOHN 17
There are many accounts of Jesus praying
throughout the gospels, but only rarely were
his words recorded. Some exceptions to this
occurred at the tomb of Lazarus before Jesus
brought him back to life (John 11) and at the
garden of Gethsemane (Mount of Olives)
when he prayed for his upcoming suffering
to be taken away, unless it was God’s will
(Luke 22:39-44).
Then there is John 17. The entire chapter is
a prayer that teaches us Jesus is our Savior
and became our intermediary with God the
Father when he was returned to his previous
divine glory, following his death and
resurrection. This is why we end our prayers
with “in Jesus’ name we pray.”

Jesus requests three things
from the Father:
1 Jesus requests to return to the place of
glory he occupied before God sent him to
Earth as fully God and fully man to pay the
price for our sin. Jesus and the Father are
one, and Jesus wanted most of all to return
to the relationship as it had been since
before time began.
2 Jesus prays for his disciples and asks the
Father to keep them safe from the “evil
one.” He prays for their protection by the
power of God’s name as they share the
good news of Jesus Christ. He prays that
they too will be one with himself and the
Father in glory.
3 Jesus prays for all future Christ followers.

QUESTIONS:
How has your life changed since you
asked Christ to be your Savior?

John 17:20-24
“I am praying not only for these disciples
but also for all who will ever believe in me
through their message. 21 I pray that they will
all be one, just as you and I are one—as you
are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may
they be in us so that the world will believe
you sent me. 22 I have given them the glory
you gave me, so they may be one as we are
one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May
they experience such perfect unity that the
world will know that you sent me and that
you love them as much as you love me.
24
Father, I want these whom you have given
me to be with me where I am. Then they can
see all the glory you gave me because you
loved me even before the world began!
20

In other words, God will bring all who believe
in Christ to glory because of his sacrifice
made on our behalf.

John 3:16
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave
his one and only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life.”
Praise and thank Jesus for choosing to
be our Savior, and thus giving us the right
to be children of God. We will not only live
a life of purpose on Earth but also forever
in heaven with him.

2 In the Garden at Gethsemane before Jesus was
arrested: “Father, if you are willing, please take
this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want
your will to be done, not mine” (Luke 22:42).
Study God’s Word and spend time in prayer daily,
thanking him for his love and grace and asking
him to forgive you your daily sins and to grow you
in your relationship with him.

NEXT STEPS:

YOU’RE NEVER ALONE

Read Jesus’ prayers referenced above:
1 At Lazarus’ tomb: “So they rolled the
stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to
heaven and said, ‘Father, thank you for
hearing me. You always hear me, but I
said it out loud for the sake of all these
people standing here, so that they will
believe you sent me’” (John 11:41-42).

PRAYER:
Lord, I praise you for who you are, the one true
God and Lord of my life now and forever. Please
forgive me my sins (name them) and give me the
power of the Holy Spirit to keep me from sinning.
Please bless my family, friends, pastors, and civil
leaders—draw them all to repentance and a
heart for serving you in Christ. It is in Jesus'
powerful name I pray, amen.

DAY

18

JOHN 18 “I AM” TRUTH
READ: JOHN 18
One of the most magnificent displays of
divine power in the Bible comes when Judas,
Roman soldiers, and Temple guards show up
to arrest Jesus.

John 3:16
The leading priests and Pharisees had given
Judas a contingent of Roman soldiers and
Temple guards to accompany him. Now with
blazing torches, lanterns, and weapons, they
arrived at the olive grove. 4 Jesus fully realized
all that was going to happen to him, so he
stepped forward to meet them. "Who are you
looking for?" he asked. 5 "Jesus the Nazarene,"
they replied. "I am he," Jesus said. (Judas, who
betrayed him, was standing with them.) 6 As
Jesus said, "I am he," they all drew back and
fell to the ground!
3

Pay attention to verse 6, because that's where
we see the power. Imagine Judas and the
others feeling discouraged when they arrive
as a mob and Jesus boldly stands before
them undeterred. Then, he forces them
back by saying, "I am."

QUESTIONS:
Have you ever spent time
contemplating God’s power?
How would you describe it?

“I AM” TRUTH

NEXT STEPS:
Write a prayer, poem, or song about
God’s power. Consider sharing it with
someone close to you.

Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers
offers some insight into this significant
moment:
“There is nothing in the narrative to suggest
that our Lord put forth miraculous power
to cause this terror. The impression is rather
that it was produced by the majesty of His
person, and by the answer which to Jewish
ears conveyed the unutterable name,
“Jehovah” (I AM).
I AM—the name of the eternal; the name
of God. Judas and the others couldn't stand
before Jesus when he declared they were
in the presence of God.
The power of Jesus is undeniable. The
mention of God’s name can stop the enemy
in its tracks. As followers of Jesus, we can be
confident that he is worthy of our allegiance
and our praise. He is powerful enough to
make good on every promise, to save us from
evil, and care for us in all circumstances.

PRAYER:
Dear God, thank you for allowing me to
become who I am through knowing who
you are. Give me the courage to stand up to
the lies of the world. Grant me the focus to
continue learning the Word. Allow me to use
the gift of the Bible to share life-changing
wisdom, which only comes from knowing
and believing in the truth and promises of
your love. Amen.

DAY

19

JOHN 19 JESUS PAID IT ALL
READ: JOHN 19
John Chapter 19 is a continuation of John 18,
where the high priest, Caiaphas, and his cadre
of priests take Jesus to the headquarters of the
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, to convince him
to have Jesus crucified. Jewish law forbade them
from doing it themselves. Chapter 19 is truly the
record of what God had promised before time
began and delivered on our behalf through
Jesus’ suffering and death.
A few years after Christ’s death, the
Apostle Paul wrote this in Ephesians:

Ephesians 1:4-7, 9-11
Even before he made the world, God loved us
and chose us in Christ to be holy and without
fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to
adopt us into his own family by bringing us to
himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he
wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.
6
So we praise God for the glorious grace he has
poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.
7
He is so rich in kindness and grace that he
purchased our freedom with the blood of his
Son and forgave our sins. 9 God has now
revealed to us his mysterious will regarding
Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan.
10
And this is the plan: At the right time he will
bring everything together under the authority of

Christ—everything in heaven and on
earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are
united with Christ, we have received an
inheritance from God, for he chose us in
advance, and he makes everything work
out according to his plan.
John 19 is simultaneously the most
dramatic, painful, and horrifying chapter
in the gospels, and yet, it is the most
miraculous and life affirming one as well.
For without Jesus obeying God’s plan by
suffering and dying that hideous death,
there would be no salvation for us.

JESUS PAID IT ALL

4

Jesus’ obedience to the Father is why
God has graced us with his love and
freedom from damnation for our sins.
Someone had to pay for the sins that
we are incapable of paying for, so Jesus
paid it for us. And because Jesus is the
begotten Son of God, the second
member of the Holy Trinity, and the
only divinely perfect human ever to
walk the Earth, he was the uniquely
worthy sacrifice capable of paying
that price on our behalf.

QUESTIONS:

PRAYER:

What feeling or emotions do you
experience when thinking about Jesus
dying for your sins? How has your life
changed since deciding to follow Jesus?

Dear God, you are worthy of my praise.
You are all-powerful, all-knowing, and
ever present. You are majestic and holy.
Jesus, you are perfect and without sin.
Your love is so great that you became the
perfect sacrifice to pay for my sins. Thank
you, Jesus, for making it possible for me
to know God. I love you and trust you. I
choose to follow you today and every day.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

NEXT STEPS:
Watch the movie The Passion of the
Christ for a deeper sense of the horror
and pain Christ endured for us.
Read Max Lucado’s book He Chose The
Nails (What God Did to Win Your Heart).
Read through each of the other three
gospels, beginning with Matthew, one
chapter per day. Then spend time in
mediation and prayer. Listen for God’s
will for your life.

DAY

20

JOHN 20 AT THE TOMB
READ: JOHN 20
I love to engage my sense of imagination
with this chapter. Join me in imagining
what Mary Magdalene must have
experienced at the tomb.
Mary didn’t actually wake up early that
Sunday—she really never slept that night.
With some of the other women, she rose
and hefted the burial supplies. They set out
to the tomb where they’d seen Joseph and
Nicodemus lay the lifeless body of Jesus just
before the Sabbath began Friday evening.
Deep in the predawn darkness, they made
their way in a silence born of shock and grief.
The garden where the tomb was located
smelled of damp earth and aromatic foliage.
How would they roll the heavy stone away?
Perhaps someone would be there to help.
As they came upon the tomb, they saw that
it was open! How could that be? Hopelessness
overwhelmed Mary as she ran back to tell the
disciples. She watched as Peter and John
came to investigate. Not making any sense of
what they saw, they returned to their hiding
place with the others.
Finally, curious as to what the men had seen,
Mary leaned into the entrance of the tomb.
She saw two angels sitting on the slab where
Jesus had been laid. (Had Peter and John
seen the same?)

John 20:13
“Dear woman, why are you crying?” the
angels asked her. “Because they have taken
away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know
where they have put him.”
So heartsick, Mary doesn't even find it
remarkable that there are two angels in Jesus’
tomb speaking to her! So overwhelmed with
grief, her senses were dulled into a stupor.

QUESTIONS:
Have you heard Jesus call you into a
relationship with him? How did you
answer? What have you done about it?

AT THE TOMB

NEXT STEPS:
We all have a next step to take on our
adventure with Jesus. Take a moment
and write out your next step or steps.
Here are a few to consider: join a Group,
attend GrowthTrack, get baptized, and/or
subscribe to the LivingItOut.

in me and helping me learn about and trust in
your love and grace. Grow my faith, patience,
and usefulness, Lord. Please make me more

John 20:14-15
14
She turned to leave and saw someone
standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t
recognize him. 15 “Dear woman, why are you
crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you
looking for?”

Same question, similar answer. I can imagine
all that must have been going through Mary’s
mind in the moment.

John 20:15-16
14
“Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away,
tell me where you have put him, and I will go
and get him.” 16 “Mary!” Jesus said. She turned
to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is
Hebrew for “Teacher”).

How her heart must have leaped when she
realized the one speaking to her was the one
she had been looking for all her life! Could she
dare believe it was actually him? Yes! It was the
Lord. She clearly saw him and heard his voice
calling her name, as only he did! Her lethargy
gone, she ran to give his message to the
disciples. Mary knew! Jesus had honored her by
letting her be the first to see him that morning.
Jesus invites us into that encounter every day.
He calls our names and waits for us to recognize
his voice. He is patient with us. When we
hesitate, he comes a different way. He calls
us by another method, as he did with his
slow-on-the-uptake disciples (vv. 19-28). He
waits, loves, serves, comforts, and performs
miracles in our lives.

John 20:15-16
14
But these are written so that you may
continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that by believing in him
you will have life by the power of his name.

PRAYER:
Lord, I celebrate your victory over death!
I am grateful for what that victory means
in my life. The power God used to raise
you from the dead now lives in me, giving
me the strength and the desire to follow
your ways. It is an honor to do so. Thank
you, Jesus! Amen.
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JOHN 21 CHEERLEADERS: HAVE ONE AND BE ONE!
TODAY’S READING: JOHN 21
In my sixty-plus years of life, I have made
one unmovable conclusion: nothing is more
challenging in life than relationships! This is true
for a variety of reasons. One primary reason is
the need to think about someone else—it is no
longer just your life, your thoughts, your feelings,
your wants, and your desires that matter. Jesus
illustrates throughout Scripture how to have
a relationship with him and with others.
Clearly, the deity of Jesus places him on another
level of existence—a level we can never achieve.
But as followers of Christ, we should aspire to
become like him, including relationally. When
Jesus shows up in our lives, the ability to navigate
even challenging relationships should similarly
show up, over time. However, that ability
is neither instant nor permanent.

It is worth noting the Greek translation of
“fellows” is children. This reference indicates
Jesus knows how weak and vulnerable the
seven were feeling. They had fished all night
and had nothing to show for it, except a
dirty net, until Jesus told them to put their
net down on the other side.
And … so it is with Jesus. When it seems we
have come to the end of ourselves, Jesus is
there on the sidelines calling out to us, even
cheering us on. He never forces his way
upon us. Instead, he meets us at whichever
crossroad we choose to stop at—whether
we stop intentionally or accidentally.
Indeed, becoming Christ-like is an ongoing
process. It is a process based solely on
spiritual growth.

John 21 reports Jesus appeared at sunrise on
a beach of the Sea of Galilee to seven disciples
doing their thing—fishing. They had fished all
night and caught nothing, but when Jesus
spoke up, things began to change!

John 21:5-6

CHEERLEADERS: HAVE ONE AND BE ONE!

He called out, “Fellows, have you caught any
fish?” “No,” they replied. Then he said, “Throw out
your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and
you’ll get some!” So they did, and they couldn’t
haul in the net because there were so many
fish in it.

QUESTIONS:

PRAYER:

How do you address areas of weakness
in yourself? How do you address areas
of weakness in others?

Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of
salvation. I have a new lease on life because of
Jesus—thank you! Help me to always remember
that without you in my life, I am nothing. As I
read your Word daily, bring clear understanding
to me. Guide me to those best able to walk with
me on this new spiritual journey. Protect me
from myself if I temporarily lose my way. In
Jesus’ name, amen.

Father God, Lord of my life, I am so
grateful to call you Father! I know there is

