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JOHN 11 THE MIRACLE OF TRUTH
READ: JOHN 11
Have you ever received a “no” from God?
In John 11, Mary and Martha experience the most
devastating “no” imaginable. Despite the
message they send about their ill brother, Jesus
doesn’t come until after Lazarus dies.

John 11:4-6
4 But when Jesus heard about it he said,
“Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No,
it happened for the glory of God so that the Son
of God will receive glory from this.” 5 So although
Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6 he
stayed where he was for the next two days.
As we read this, it’s clear that Jesus’ inactivity is
not due to indifference. He cares deeply about his
friends, and he’s not abandoning them—he has a
far greater plan in mind. Mary and Martha,
however, know none of this. They’re in the dark,
facing the storm of grief and confusion that
comes with losing a loved one. As women in that
era, they might have relied on Lazarus for
protection and provision, meaning they were now
facing uncertainty and limited options.
When Jesus finally arrives, they could have easily
blamed him or spiraled into despair. Instead, the
women respond with a humbling trust and
confidence in who Jesus says he is.

THE GATEKEEPER VS. THE HUSTLER

QUESTIONS:
Have your prayers ever been answered
with a no? What was your reaction? Did you
eventually see God use that “no” for good?
What’s one way you can grow
your trust in Jesus this week?
NEXT STEPS:
Write down three verses that reveal Jesus’
character. Read them when life gets hard
to remind yourself that he is trustworthy
and faithful.
Start a prayer journal. Write down your
prayers, then later return to them to
chronicle God’s answer. Over time, you’ll
have a beautiful reminder of the way God
has shown up in your life.

John 11:25-27
25 Jesus told her [Martha], “I am the
resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes
in me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone
who lives in me and believes in me will never
ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?” 27 “Yes,
Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one
who has come into the world from God.”
In the midst of painful, broken events, we
might feel like our prayers are going
unanswered. We start to wonder whether
God is listening or even cares. But like Mary
and Martha, we can cling to Jesus’ promises
and the truth of his character. Through the
story of Lazarus, we see Jesus’ compassion
and his ability to miraculously redeem
hardship. Because of this, we can rest in his
unfathomable love and know that he has a
plan for us, even when all we see is the “no.”

PRAYER:
Dear heavenly Father, thank you so much for
loving me and for having a good plan for my
life. I sometimes struggle to trust you when
circumstances are challenging. Please remind
me of your character, the way you care for me,
and your faithfulness. I want to cling to your
promises when faced with hardship. In Jesus’
name, amen.

