
John 12 gives us glimpses of what is to come in
Jesus’ future. First, Mary “took a twelve-ounce jar
of expensive perfume made from essence of nard,
and she anointed Jesus’ feet with it, wiping his
feet with her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance” (v. 3). Judas, one of the disciples, was
pretty critical of the use of the expensive
perfume. Jesus’ rebuttal was “she did this in
preparation for my burial” (v. 7).

What? He’s going to be buried soon?

Then, Jesus was heading into town and a large
crowd “took palm branches and went down the
road to meet him,” shouting “Blessings on the
one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hail
to the King of Israel!” (v. 13).

What? Jesus is the King of Israel?

Verse 16 tells us that “his disciples didn’t
understand at the time that this was a fulfillment
of prophecy.” (Prophecy is something that was
predicted in the past and happens in the future.)

Finally, Jesus says, “Now the time has come
for the Son of Man to enter into his glory” (v. 23).

What? What does this even mean,
“enter his glory”?

Jesus is sharing the news that he is about to die
and be buried and that his death will bring glory
to God, showing that he is the King of Israel, God’s
Son. Jesus says in verse 46, “I have come as a light
to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their 
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trust in me will no longer remain in the
dark.” The people didn’t understand all the
pieces of the puzzle at that time. They didn’t
know what was to come in the future, but
Jesus did.

We also don’t know what tomorrow
holds, but Jesus does. 

So often we think that we have plenty of 
time to “get right with Jesus,” but the future 
is not certain for any of us. That is why Jesus 
gave us this reminder: “Put your trust in the 
light while there is still time; then you will 
become children of the light” (John 12:36). 
But the truth is we need to make every day 
count, because we don’t know what 
tomorrow may bring.

James 4:14  
How do you know what your life will be like 
tomorrow? Your life is like the morning 
fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone. 

Proverbs 27:1 
Don’t brag about tomorrow, since you don’t 
know what the day will bring.

There’s no better day to trust in 
Jesus than today. 

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank you for dying on the cross for me.
Thank you for being the light for my path.
Thank you for knowing all things—even what
all of my tomorrows hold. Help me to trust you
and walk with you in the light in the time that
I have. May my life honor and glorify you in all
that I say and do. In your name I pray, amen. 

READ: JOHN 12

TR
U

ST
 IN

 T
H

E
 L

IG
H

T 
D

A
Y 

 12

QUESTIONS:
Do you trust in Jesus as your Savior? Are you
putting off “getting right with Jesus” because
you think you have all the time in the world?

NEXT STEPS:
Trust in Jesus. If you’ve already placed your
faith in him, commit to walking with him.
Spend time with him in his Word so you can
know more about Jesus and what it means
to follow and serve him.


