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JOHN 13 HOW CAN I SERVE YOU?
READ: JOHN 13
John 13:1-5: Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet
1 Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew
that his hour had come to leave this world and
return to his Father. He had loved his disciples
during his ministry on earth, and now he loved
them to the very end. 2 It was time for supper,
and the devil had already prompted Judas, son
of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew
that the Father had given him authority over
everything and that he had come from God and
would return to God. So he got up from the
table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around
his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then
he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them
with the towel he had around him.
I don’t think there is any chapter in the Bible that
better describes what it means to follow Jesus
than this one. Jesus has come to Jerusalem with
his disciples to celebrate the final Passover of his
earthly life. According to scripture, he knows this,
and the scene is set for his final and eternal
demonstration of unconditional love.
Jesus begins with a menial task, one that only a
non-Jewish household slave would be required to
perform. If you think about the time during
which Jesus lived and the four-legged modes of
transportation available to those who were well
off (but not to a group of humble men following
their rabbi), you may begin to imagine what type
of material was on their feet. We’re not just
talking road dust or mud! But instead of making
sure a servant was available to take care of that

TRUST IN THE LIGHT

QUESTIONS:
How do you think the disciples felt when
Jesus began to wash their feet?
NEXT STEPS:
If you have invited Jesus to be the
leader of your life, your next step is
baptism. You can find out about
baptism at CedarCreek.tv/baptism.
For more instruction about what’s
next for you, take our 4-week
GrowthTrack experience. Sign up
at CedarCreek.tv/growthtrack.

detail when they arrived for their Passover
meal, Jesus, knowing who he was and what he
was about, did it himself. He strips down to his
tunic, wraps a towel around his waist, and
begins to wash the filthy feet of his
companions—all of them! As usual, Peter
speaks up, first put off by Jesus’ service, but
then demands more! And justas usual, Jesus
reproves Peter and tries to help him
understand.

John 13:10-11
10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all
over does not need to wash, except for the feet,
to be entirely clean. And you disciples are
clean, but not all of you.” 11 For Jesus knew who
would betray him. That is what he meant
when he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

Jesus demonstrates his love to all of his
disciples, even to Judas, who he knows will
betray him. Isn’t that amazing? It is so hard to
wrap my mind around the idea that what I do
doesn’t cause God to love me. It is who I am.
I am his child, created in his image. Even
though I have “road dirt” clinging to my feet,
he loves me and wants to wash me clean! He
did it for Judas. He does it for me and for you!
And he has given us an example of how we are
to love and serve each other. In service, we get
to go first. In being served, we get to go last. As
we are loved, so shall we love.

PRAYER:
My Lord, Jesus, what an example of love for
others you have set for me! If I follow you, I
must learn to intentionally love those whom
you love and serve those who need to
experience your love, in your name. Help me
know who and how. I already know the why:
because you did it first! I thank you and
worship you for that! Amen.

