
 There are many accounts of Jesus praying
throughout the gospels, but only rarely were
his words recorded. Some exceptions to this
occurred at the tomb of Lazarus before Jesus
brought him back to life (John 11) and at the
garden of Gethsemane (Mount of Olives) 
when he prayed for his upcoming suffering 
to be taken away, unless it was God’s will
(Luke 22:39-44).

Then there is John 17. The entire chapter is
a prayer that teaches us Jesus is our Savior
and became our intermediary with God the
Father when he was returned to his previous
divine glory, following his death and
resurrection. This is why we end our prayers
with “in Jesus’ name we pray.”

Jesus requests three things 
from the Father: 

1 Jesus requests to return to the place of
glory he occupied before God sent him to
Earth as fully God and fully man to pay the
price for our sin. Jesus and the Father are
one, and Jesus wanted most of all to return
to the relationship as it had been since
before time began.

2 Jesus prays for his disciples and asks the
Father to keep them safe from the “evil
one.” He prays for their protection by the
power of God’s name as they share the
good news of Jesus Christ. He prays that
they too will be one with himself and the
Father in glory.

3 Jesus prays for all future Christ followers. 

John 17:20-24
20 “I am praying not only for these disciples 
but also for all who will ever believe in me 
through their message. 21 I pray that they will 
all be one, just as you and I are one—as you 
are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may 
they be in us so that the world will believe 
you sent me. 22 I have given them the glory 
you gave me, so they may be one as we are 
one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May 
they experience such perfect unity that the 
world will know that you sent me and that 
you love them as much as you love me. 
24 Father, I want these whom you have given 
me to be with me where I am. Then they can 
see all the glory you gave me because you 
loved me even before the world began! 

In other words, God will bring all who believe
in Christ to glory because of his sacrifice
made on our behalf.     

John 3:16
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave 
his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life.”

Praise and thank Jesus for choosing to
be our Savior, and thus giving us the right
to be children of God. We will not only live
a life of purpose on Earth but also forever
in heaven with him.

JOHN 17  THE PRAYER FOR GLORY

PRAYER:
Lord, I praise you for who you are, the one true
God and Lord of my life now and forever. Please
forgive me my sins (name them) and give me the
power of the Holy Spirit to keep me from sinning.
Please bless my family, friends, pastors, and civil
leaders—draw them all to repentance and a
heart for serving you in Christ. It is in Jesus'
powerful name I pray, amen.

READ: JOHN 17

Y
O

U
’R

E
 N

E
V

E
R

 A
LO

N
E

D
A

Y 
 17

QUESTIONS:
How has your life changed since you 
asked Christ to be your Savior?

NEXT STEPS:

Read Jesus’ prayers referenced above: 

1 At Lazarus’ tomb: “So they rolled the 
stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to 
heaven and said, ‘Father, thank you for 
hearing me. You always hear me, but I 
said it out loud for the sake of all these 
people standing here, so that they will 
believe you sent me’” (John 11:41-42). 

2 In the Garden at Gethsemane before Jesus was 
arrested: “Father, if you are willing, please take 
this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want 
your will to be done, not mine” (Luke 22:42). 

Study God’s Word and spend time in prayer daily, 
thanking him for his love and grace and asking 
him to forgive you your daily sins and to grow you 
in your relationship with him.


