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JOHN 18 “I AM” TRUTH
READ: JOHN 18
One of the most magnificent displays of
divine power in the Bible comes when Judas,
Roman soldiers, and Temple guards show up
to arrest Jesus.

John 3:16
The leading priests and Pharisees had given
Judas a contingent of Roman soldiers and
Temple guards to accompany him. Now with
blazing torches, lanterns, and weapons, they
arrived at the olive grove. 4 Jesus fully realized
all that was going to happen to him, so he
stepped forward to meet them. "Who are you
looking for?" he asked. 5 "Jesus the Nazarene,"
they replied. "I am he," Jesus said. (Judas, who
betrayed him, was standing with them.) 6 As
Jesus said, "I am he," they all drew back and
fell to the ground!
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Pay attention to verse 6, because that's where
we see the power. Imagine Judas and the
others feeling discouraged when they arrive
as a mob and Jesus boldly stands before
them undeterred. Then, he forces them
back by saying, "I am."

QUESTIONS:
Have you ever spent time
contemplating God’s power?
How would you describe it?

“I AM” TRUTH

NEXT STEPS:
Write a prayer, poem, or song about
God’s power. Consider sharing it with
someone close to you.

Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers
offers some insight into this significant
moment:
“There is nothing in the narrative to suggest
that our Lord put forth miraculous power
to cause this terror. The impression is rather
that it was produced by the majesty of His
person, and by the answer which to Jewish
ears conveyed the unutterable name,
“Jehovah” (I AM).
I AM—the name of the eternal; the name
of God. Judas and the others couldn't stand
before Jesus when he declared they were
in the presence of God.
The power of Jesus is undeniable. The
mention of God’s name can stop the enemy
in its tracks. As followers of Jesus, we can be
confident that he is worthy of our allegiance
and our praise. He is powerful enough to
make good on every promise, to save us from
evil, and care for us in all circumstances.

PRAYER:
Dear God, thank you for allowing me to
become who I am through knowing who
you are. Give me the courage to stand up to
the lies of the world. Grant me the focus to
continue learning the Word. Allow me to use
the gift of the Bible to share life-changing
wisdom, which only comes from knowing
and believing in the truth and promises of
your love. Amen.

