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JOHN 19 JESUS PAID IT ALL
READ: JOHN 19
John Chapter 19 is a continuation of John 18,
where the high priest, Caiaphas, and his cadre
of priests take Jesus to the headquarters of the
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, to convince him
to have Jesus crucified. Jewish law forbade them
from doing it themselves. Chapter 19 is truly the
record of what God had promised before time
began and delivered on our behalf through
Jesus’ suffering and death.
A few years after Christ’s death, the
Apostle Paul wrote this in Ephesians:

Ephesians 1:4-7, 9-11
Even before he made the world, God loved us
and chose us in Christ to be holy and without
fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to
adopt us into his own family by bringing us to
himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he
wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.
6
So we praise God for the glorious grace he has
poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.
7
He is so rich in kindness and grace that he
purchased our freedom with the blood of his
Son and forgave our sins. 9 God has now
revealed to us his mysterious will regarding
Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan.
10
And this is the plan: At the right time he will
bring everything together under the authority of

Christ—everything in heaven and on
earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are
united with Christ, we have received an
inheritance from God, for he chose us in
advance, and he makes everything work
out according to his plan.
John 19 is simultaneously the most
dramatic, painful, and horrifying chapter
in the gospels, and yet, it is the most
miraculous and life affirming one as well.
For without Jesus obeying God’s plan by
suffering and dying that hideous death,
there would be no salvation for us.

JESUS PAID IT ALL

4

Jesus’ obedience to the Father is why
God has graced us with his love and
freedom from damnation for our sins.
Someone had to pay for the sins that
we are incapable of paying for, so Jesus
paid it for us. And because Jesus is the
begotten Son of God, the second
member of the Holy Trinity, and the
only divinely perfect human ever to
walk the Earth, he was the uniquely
worthy sacrifice capable of paying
that price on our behalf.

QUESTIONS:

PRAYER:

What feeling or emotions do you
experience when thinking about Jesus
dying for your sins? How has your life
changed since deciding to follow Jesus?

Dear God, you are worthy of my praise.
You are all-powerful, all-knowing, and
ever present. You are majestic and holy.
Jesus, you are perfect and without sin.
Your love is so great that you became the
perfect sacrifice to pay for my sins. Thank
you, Jesus, for making it possible for me
to know God. I love you and trust you. I
choose to follow you today and every day.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

NEXT STEPS:
Watch the movie The Passion of the
Christ for a deeper sense of the horror
and pain Christ endured for us.
Read Max Lucado’s book He Chose The
Nails (What God Did to Win Your Heart).
Read through each of the other three
gospels, beginning with Matthew, one
chapter per day. Then spend time in
mediation and prayer. Listen for God’s
will for your life.

