
 
I love to engage my sense of imagination
with this chapter. Join me in imagining
what Mary Magdalene must have
experienced at the tomb.

Mary didn’t actually wake up early that
Sunday—she really never slept that night.
With some of the other women, she rose
and hefted the burial supplies. They set out
to the tomb where they’d seen Joseph and
Nicodemus lay the lifeless body of Jesus just
before the Sabbath began Friday evening.
Deep in the predawn darkness, they made
their way in a silence born of shock and grief.
The garden where the tomb was located
smelled of damp earth and aromatic foliage.
How would they roll the heavy stone away?
Perhaps someone would be there to help.

As they came upon the tomb, they saw that
it was open! How could that be? Hopelessness
overwhelmed Mary as she ran back to tell the
disciples. She watched as Peter and John
came to investigate. Not making any sense of
what they saw, they returned to their hiding
place with the others.

Finally, curious as to what the men had seen,
Mary leaned into the entrance of the tomb.
She saw two angels sitting on the slab where
Jesus had been laid. (Had Peter and John
seen the same?)

John 20:13
“Dear woman, why are you crying?” the 
angels asked her. “Because they have taken 
away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know 
where they have put him.” 

So heartsick, Mary doesn't even find it
remarkable that there are two angels in Jesus’
tomb speaking to her! So overwhelmed with
grief, her senses were dulled into a stupor.

JOHN 20  AT THE TOMB 

John 20:14-15
 14 She turned to leave and saw someone 
standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t 
recognize him. 15 “Dear woman, why are you 
crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you 
looking for?” 
Same question, similar answer. I can imagine
all that must have been going through Mary’s
mind in the moment.

John 20:15-16
 14 “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, 
tell me where you have put him, and I will go 
and get him.” 16 “Mary!” Jesus said. She turned 
to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is 
Hebrew for “Teacher”).

How her heart must have leaped when she
realized the one speaking to her was the one
she had been looking for all her life! Could she
dare believe it was actually him? Yes! It was the
Lord. She clearly saw him and heard his voice
calling her name, as only he did! Her lethargy
gone, she ran to give his message to the
disciples. Mary knew! Jesus had honored her by
letting her be the first to see him that morning.

Jesus invites us into that encounter every day.
He calls our names and waits for us to recognize
his voice. He is patient with us. When we
hesitate, he comes a different way. He calls
us by another method, as he did with his
slow-on-the-uptake disciples (vv. 19-28). He
waits, loves, serves, comforts, and performs
miracles in our lives. 

John 20:15-16
 14 But these are written so that you may 
continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that by believing in him 
you will have life by the power of his name.

PRAYER:

Lord, I celebrate your victory over death! 
I am grateful for what that victory means
in my life. The power God used to raise
you from the dead now lives in me, giving
me the strength and the desire to follow
your ways. It is an honor to do so. Thank
you, Jesus! Amen.

READ: JOHN 20 

QUESTIONS:
Have you heard Jesus call you into a
relationship with him? How did you
answer? What have you done about it?

NEXT STEPS:

We all have a next step to take on our
adventure with Jesus. Take a moment
and write out your next step or steps.
Here are a few to consider: join a Group,
attend GrowthTrack, get baptized, and/or
subscribe to the LivingItOut.

in me and helping me learn about and trust in 
your love and grace. Grow my faith, patience, 
and usefulness, Lord. Please make me more 
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In my sixty-plus years of life, I have made
one unmovable conclusion: nothing is more
challenging in life than relationships! This is true
for a variety of reasons. One primary reason is
the need to think about someone else—it is no
longer just your life, your thoughts, your feelings,
your wants, and your desires that matter. Jesus
illustrates throughout Scripture how to have
a relationship with him and with others.

Clearly, the deity of Jesus places him on another
level of existence—a level we can never achieve.
But as followers of Christ, we should aspire to
become like him, including relationally. When
Jesus shows up in our lives, the ability to navigate
even challenging relationships should similarly
show up, over time. However, that ability
is neither instant nor permanent.

John 21 reports Jesus appeared at sunrise on
a beach of the Sea of Galilee to seven disciples
doing their thing—fishing. They had fished all
night and caught nothing, but when Jesus
spoke up, things began to change!

John 21:5-6
He called out, “Fellows, have you caught any 
fish?” “No,” they replied. Then he said, “Throw out 
your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and 
you’ll get some!” So they did, and they couldn’t 
haul in the net because there were so many 
fish in it. 

JOHN 21 CHEERLEADERS: HAVE ONE AND BE ONE! 

It is worth noting the Greek translation of 
“fellows” is children. This reference indicates 
Jesus knows how weak and vulnerable the 
seven were feeling. They had fished all night 
and had nothing to show for it, except a 
dirty net, until Jesus told them to put their 
net down on the other side.

And … so it is with Jesus. When it seems we 
have come to the end of ourselves, Jesus is 
there on the sidelines calling out to us, even 
cheering us on. He never forces his way 
upon us. Instead, he meets us at whichever 
crossroad we choose to stop at—whether 
we stop intentionally or accidentally. 
Indeed, becoming Christ-like is an ongoing 
process. It is a process based solely on 
spiritual growth.

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of

salvation. I have a new lease on life because of

Jesus—thank you! Help me to always remember

that without you in my life, I am nothing. As I

read your Word daily, bring clear understanding

to me. Guide me to those best able to walk with

me on this new spiritual journey. Protect me

from myself if I temporarily lose my way. In

Jesus’ name, amen.

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 21

QUESTIONS:

How do you address areas of weakness 
in yourself? How do you address areas 
of weakness in others?

Father God, Lord of my life, I am so 
grateful to call you Father! I know there is 
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