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4

JOHN 4 LIVING WATER
READ: JOHN 4
John 4:13-14
Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water
will soon become thirsty again. 14 But those
who drink the water I give will never be
thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling
spring within them, giving them eternal life.”
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It was just part of her routine: go to the well
for water in the middle of the day. She dealt
with the heat, because it was easier that way.
She knew her lifestyle was less than tolerable.
In her sin, she was undesirable, even by
Samaritan standards. She hated hearing
the whispers about her choices; the heat
was more tolerable than the scorn of
her neighbors.
I wonder what she was thinking when she
went to get water that day. Was she thinking
about her never-ending to-do list? Was she
thinking about how empty she felt inside and
how nothing seemed to fill the void? Was she
thinking about how the current man in her
life was just like the others? Whatever it was,
it didn’t prepare her for her encounter—the
encounter of her lifetime.
Many of us are surprised when we encounter
Jesus for the first time. Think back to before
you met Jesus. What were your thoughts
about him? What did you think of those who
called themselves followers of Jesus? The
woman at the well was shocked that Jesus, a
Jewish man, would talk to her, a Samaritan
woman with a shameful past. He recognized
her need and offered to fill the void in her life
that she had already tried to fill so many
times, unsuccessfully.

We all feel empty at times and try to fill
that void in different ways. Some people
try to fill it with relationships, some with
a never-ending to-do list, some with work,
and some with substances. It’s easy to
keep filling our lives with our chosen
“drug” and ignore what Jesus is offering us.
He never pushes himself into our lives but
is always there waiting to meet us where
we are. He did not attack the woman at
the well with shame. Instead, he reminded
her of her emptiness. He did not force her
to change, but invited her to use his power
to fill the void in her life. And what was her
response? She went out and proclaimed
her new hope.

John 4:29
“Come and see a man who told me
everything I ever did! Could he possibly
be the Messiah?”ed at CedarCreek.tv/resource
Jesus purposely sought out sinners and
social outcasts for redemption. And
regardless of your hurts, hang-ups, or
habits, once you come to Christ, you are
a new creation. You have access to a
source of strength you never had before.
Jesus wants to be your all, but only if you
allow him into those dark places.
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QUESTIONS:

LIVING WATER

What is your response to the call of Jesus in
your life? What are you using to fill the void
in your life? Are you willing to lay down your
chosen method of self-sufficiency to accept
strength that will never fail or wear out?
Are you telling others about the hope you
have found in Christ?

NEXT STEPS:
Continue reading the John Reading Plan.
Make a commitment to attend church
each weekend.

PRAYER:
God, thank you for saving me. Thank you for
offering to fill the emptiness in my heart with
your presence. I admit that I often try to fill the
void in my life with everything but you. I
accept your gift and strength. Please come
into the dark places in my life and cleanse me.
Give me the strength to turn away from sin
and embrace your freedom. Amen.

