DAY

8

JOHN 8 THE MYSTERY
READ: JOHN 8
The first thing I do as I read through a chapter of
the Bible is make high-level observations. What’s
happening? What was said? Interestingly enough,
what really stood out in this chapter of John were
the stonings. Although I have read John Chapter
8 in the past, this is the first time I noticed these
particular instances. This chapter literally starts
and finishes with people wanting to stone
someone to death.
As I was finishing the chapter, I was a bit
perplexed. It concludes with Jesus sliding
away and hiding himself from a crowd that
is preparing to stone him. Why would Jesus,
God in human form, run away? Surely he can
stop this from happening. I was especially
perplexed because at the beginning of the
chapter, Jesus seamlessly prevented a similar
mob of people from stoning a woman to death
for committing adultery.

John 8:7
7
“All right, but let the one who has never
sinned throw the first stone!”

With just one sentence, Jesus not only stumps
the Pharisees but also completely dismantles
the mob and forgives the woman. One by one,
the people dropped their stones and left. Not
a rock was thrown at the woman or Jesus.
Think about that! A mob of people, ready to
execute someone with stones, just walks away.
How powerful is that? Can you imagine the
authority and conviction Jesus must have used
to deliver those words that completely squashed
the situation?
So then, why didn’t Jesus say something equally
powerful as people were gathering stones to
harm him at the end of John 8?

John 8:59
At that point they picked up stones to throw at
him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left
the Temple.

QUESTIONS:
What differences do you see between the
two stoning attempts? How do you handle
confrontation? How can you deal with
confrontation in a more God-honoring way?

THE MYSTERY

NEXT STEPS:
God’s role to judge, not ours. We are to
show forgiveness and compassion. Think
through moments in your life where you
could have reflected the character of Jesus
but fell short. How will you change your
approach next time?

For one, there is a difference in the
background. In John 8:48-58, Jesus is telling
the crowd that he is God. Because the crowd
didn’t believe Jesus was God, they wanted
to stone him for blasphemy—for claiming
equality with God.
Reading this now, we realize how ironic this
stoning is, but Jesus knew right away. They
wanted to stone Jesus for blasphemy, but
by hurling rocks at Jesus, they themselves
would be committing blasphemy—throwing
stones at God!
But why didn’t Jesus say anything? Well,
that is the beauty and wisdom we see in the
word of God. Yes, Jesus could have stopped
those people from throwing rocks, but in
his wisdom, he thought it best to hide and
slip away.
I have a few personal explanations. One,
Jesus prevented those people from sinning
by disappearing. Second, can you imagine
being those people picking up stones?
You’re so angry that you’re ready to stone
Jesus to death, but when you look up, he’s
gone. It’s beautiful! The last ten verses are
about Jesus stating he is God. I can only
imagine by disappearing like that, Jesus
certainly gave the crowd something
significant to consider. And third, Jesus
knew his purpose. He clearly knew how
and why his death would occur, and the
day of John 8 wasn’t it.
My friends, we might never know how those
people were impacted by the disappearance
of Jesus, but we do know there was wisdom
and love used for the glory of God.

Isaiah 55:8
“My thoughts are nothing like your
thoughts,” says the Lord. “And my ways are
far beyond anything you could imagine.”

PRAYER:
Heavenly Father, help us to grow in our
ability to reflect your love and patience.
It’s not always easy. We can quickly fall
back into bad habits and old ways.
We ask that you lead us through this
long race, step by step, so that we can
make lasting changes. We want our
character to reflect your forgiveness and
compassion so that you may be glorified
in all that we say and do. Amen.

